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TITLE OF THE EVENT THEMATIC COURSE ON PRACTICAL GUIDE FOR TRADE POLICY 
ANALYSIS  (ENGLISH) 

VENUE AND DATES WTO Headquarters, Geneva:  5-9 May 2014 

Course description The Thematic Course on Practical Guide for Trade Policy Analysis, a Level 3 
training activity implemented within the WTO Progressive Learning 
Strategy (PLS), represents the highest level of learning among WTO 
training activities.  

The course is targeted at government officials who are directly involved in 
the formulation and conduct of trade policy, and/or researchers and 
academics who are involved in trade and trade policy related study, 
research and teaching. 

The ability to conduct high quality analyses of trade data is essential for 
decision making both in the government and in the private sector.  
Multilateral, regional and bilateral trade negotiations, as well as the 
formulation and implementation of appropriate policies at a national level, 
require an extensive analysis of economic data and an assessment of the 
impact of trade policy decisions. 

The purpose of this advanced level, specialized course is for the 
participants to learn how to select the appropriate approach to answer their 
trade policy research question, how to collect the data and implement the 
analysis.  The course in based on the UNCTAD/WTO Practical Guide to 
Trade Policy Analysis which can be accessed at: 
http://www.wto.org/english/res_e/publications_e/practical_guide12_e.htm. 

During the course, participants will become familiar with sources of trade 
and trade policy data (focussing on trade in goods) and with methodologies 
for trade and trade policy analysis, including calculation of trade flows and 
trade policy indicators, the gravity model for trade and the partial 
equilibrium model.  The course will also be a platform for discussion on 
how to work with policymakers to enhance the use of research in 
policymaking. 

Specifically, participants will become familiar with the STATA software, 
ways of accessing relevant trade and trade policy data and the tools to 
extract data from databases (WITS, I-TIP and MacMaps) and to quantify 
trade flows and trade policies.  Through hands-on exercises, they will learn 
how to construct trade indexes, tariff profiles and a gravity dataset as well 
as how to estimate a gravity model.   

Objectives At the end of the course, participants are expected to have: 

 become familiar with sources of trade and trade policy data, with a 
focus on trade in goods; 

 used methodologies that are appropriate for trade and trade policy 
analysis, including calculation of trade flows and trade policy 
indicators, the gravity model for trade and the partial equilibrium 
model; and 

 explored ways of working with policymakers to enhance the use of 
research in policymaking. 

Programme Final Programme to be provided on the first day of the course. 

Prerequisites  Successful completion of a WTO training activity and/or demonstrably 
commensurate knowledge or professional experience.   

See Target Audience for additional details.   
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TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES 

The target audience for this course are government officials, researchers and academics from WTO 
Member and Observer developing countries, LDCs, economies in transition, and countries in the process of 
accession to the WTO.  Candidates should be currently working in their national administration in the field 
of formulation and conduct of trade policy, or be involved in trade and trade policy related study, research 
and teaching.  

Candidates:  (i) must hold a Master's degree in Economics or equivalent; (ii) possess basic knowledge of 
econometric techniques; (iii) should have completed a WTO training activity (E-Learning or a face-to-face 
course) and/or have demonstrably commensurate knowledge or professional experience.  They should also 
possess an excellent ability to communicate in English both orally and in writing. 

For further details about the WTO Progressive Learning Strategy, see the Biennial Technical Assistance and 
Training Plan 2014-2015 (WT/COMTD/W/200) which can be accessed through the following URL link:  
http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/devel_e/teccop_e/tct_e.htm 

NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS 

As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation, along with an application form, will be addressed to 
the relevant government authorities, through established channels. 

Twenty-five (25) places are available for applicants from developing countries and countries with 
economies in transition.  The costs related to their participation (a return economy class ticket, daily 
subsistence allowance, including lodging) will be borne by the WTO.  Up to five additional applicants may 
participate in this activity at their own expense. 

The participants will be selected based on the information submitted. Only candidates officially nominated 
by their national authorities and presented by their Mission will be considered.  Applications received 
through other channels will not be acknowledged. 

 


