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On the first day the conference began with a plenary session, where the welcome address was 
delivered by Professor David Unterhalter of the School of Law, University of the 
Witwatersrand. The opening session was chaired by Ms Malebakeng Forere, Chair of the 
African International Economic Law Network. The keynote address was delivered by 
Professor Bernard Hoekman, Programme Director, Global Economics, Robert Schuman 
Centre for Advanced Studies, European University Institute, Italy. The topic of his address 
was ‘The role that Bretton Woods institutions can play to promote sustainable integration of 
African economies in the global economy’. 
 
The first plenary session was chaired by Professor James T Gathii, Wing-Tai Lee Chair in 
International Law, Loyola University Chicago, USA. The speakers for this session were 
Professor Brook K. Baker, Program on Human Rights and the Global Economy, Northeastern 
University School of Law, USA and the title of his paper was ‘De-bunking IP-for-
development: Africa needs IP space not IP shackles’ Dr Caiphas Chekwoti, Trade Policy 
Expert at TRAPCA spoke on, ‘Do trade reform trigger agro-processing? Firm level evidence 
from Uganda, Tanzania and Kenya’ and Mr. Stefano Inama, Chief, Africa and LDC Division, 
UNCTAD, Geneva, Switzerland delivered a paper entitled, ‘Can the Tripartite Free Trade 
Area (TFTA) deliver effective and real trade liberalization for economic growth? A 
practitioner view’. 
 
Following a tea break the conference broke into three parallel sessions with the themes of 
Investment, Trade in Goods, Agriculture and Services, and Intellectual Property and 
Competition. Several papers were delivered in light of these themes on issues that affect 
Africa and also set an agenda for Africa’s integration into the global economy which 
culminated in robust debates and information sharing. 
 
The day ended with a Book Launch and Cocktail Party. The book, International Economic 
Law, Voices of Africa, is a product of the papers delivered at the first African International 
Economic Law Network conference held at Wits University in May 2011. Ms Nokuhle 
Madolo, one of the book’s editors, introduced the guest speaker, Professor Laurence Boulle. 
The second day started in plenary and the keynote speaker was Professor Muna Ndulo, 
Cornell Law School and Director of Cornell University’s Institute for African Development, 
USA. Professor Thomas Cottier, Managing Director, World Trade Institute, University of 
Bern also made a presentation. The title of their presentations respectively were ‘Africa and 
world trade: The challenges’ and ‘From special and differential treatment to graduation in 
the process of global integration’. The parallel sessions were under the themes, Multilateral 
Economic Governance and Regional Integration, Governance, Sustainable Development and 
Infrastructure, and Dispute Settlement. 
 
The conference ended in plenary with a panel of the chairpersons of the parallel sessions 
giving a summary of the papers presented under the different themes. The conference 
summary and way forward was presented by Professor James Gathii. The concluding remarks 
were to the effect that Africa’s development and integration into the global economy lies in 



the hands of the African people. In as much as there are many challenges ahead, the hosting 
of such a conference by the AfIELN to bring voices of Africa together to discuss issues that 
affect the continent was a major milestone in that regard even though due to the complexity 
of the subject matter, the goal could not be achieved in the two days of the conference. 
Finally there was an election of office bearers and a vote of thanks delivered by Professor 
Marylyn Christianson, Acting Director of the Mandela Institute. 
 


