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TITLE OF THE EVENT 
WTO Regional Workshop on Agriculture and Sanitary and 
Phytosanitary Measures for the Caribbean 

VENUE AND DATES Bridgetown, Barbados;  9-11 July 2013 

Course description The WTO Regional Workshop on Agriculture and SPS, organized by 
the Agriculture and Commodities Division (AGCD) and the Institute 
for Training and Technical Cooperation (ITTC) in collaboration with 
the CARICOM Secretariat, offers specialized training to governmental 
officials involved in agricultural trade. This workshop is tailored to 
specific characteristics and needs of the region, covering inter alia 
the provisions of the Agreements on Agriculture and SPS, as well as 
related implementation and notification obligations; the agriculture 
negotiations; and the work of the Agriculture and SPS Committees. 
The regional workshop combines lectures from WTO and regional 
experts, hands-on exercises and discussions among the participants.  
It is followed by an evaluation at the end of the activity in order to 
assess its outcomes.  
Consistent with the WTO's new Results Based Management (RBM) 
approach, participants will take a written test before and after the 
course.  This will help to better evaluate the course's effectiveness 
in increasing participants' knowledge and skills and in meeting the 
course objectives. 

Objectives By the end of the course the participants will be able to: 

1. Describe the current legal provisions of the Agreement on 
Agriculture and the Agreement on Sanitary and Phytosanitary 
Measures; 

2. Explain the recent work of the Agriculture and SPS Committees, 
including the review process and specific trade concerns;  

3. Describe the transparency provisions of the Agriculture and SPS 
Agreements, including general notification requirements; and 

4. Search for, and analyse, information using WTO databases (SPS-
IMS and AG-IMS). 
 

Programme Available online 

Organizing institution/body WTO/CARICOM 

 

TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES 

The target audience for this course are government officials from:  
 
Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, St. Kitts and Nevis, 
St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago. 
 
 The officials are required to: 

(a) be capital-based officials with direct responsibilities in the area of agricultural trade policy and 
decision-making;  

(b) have two years of experience in agricultural trade policy; and  
(c) have completed the WTO E-Learning course "Introduction to the WTO" 

NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS 

As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed to the relevant government 
authorities, through established channels, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected 
profile of candidates for the course. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will 
be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged.  
 

 
OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION 
The invitation letter will be circulated by the CARICOM Secretariat to capitals. Meanwhile ITTC will inform 

Activity Sheet 



missions on the organization of the course. 
 
The consultant, a regional expert, will provide detailed information about the economics and politics of 
agriculture in the region to enhance the understanding of participants of how best to fulfil their obligations 
and make use of their rights under the Agreement on Agriculture and the SPS Agreement. Delivering one 
session per day, the consultant will contribute substantively to this programme providing targeted inputs to 
meet the specific needs of participants from the Caribbean region and thus complementing the contributions 
of WTO experts.   

 


