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Course description This course is an in-depth and hands-on training activity conceived to 
encourage the active involvement of participants in SPS-related 
matters, ranging from addressing national implementation problems 
to the identification of SPS-related market access difficulties and 
how to develop strategies to overcome these.   
 
The course comprises a series of sessions and practical exercises 
related to the implementation of the SPS Agreement.  The first week 
of the course includes sessions aimed at deepening participants' 
understanding of the SPS Agreement.  In the second week, 
participants will attend the SPS Committee meetings, with a view to 
learning how the Committee works in practice, so as to become 
familiar with the rules and procedures of the Committee and to 
participate in the discussions taking place there.  In the third week, 
participants will compare their experiences and will learn more 
about how to improve the implementation of specific provisions of 
the SPS Agreement, including the application of concepts and 
principles such as risk analysis, harmonization, equivalence, 
regionalization and transparency.  Dispute settlement, technical 
assistance and cooperation, and special and differential treatment 
will also be addressed.  A number of external experts, including from 
Codex, IPPC and OIE, will participate in parts of the course.  
 
Each participant will be required to elaborate an action plan with 
the assistance of coaches.  This plan should address at least one or 
two implementation and/or market access challenges encountered in 
their countries.  The implementation of these action plans will be 
monitored through a periodic reporting process after the course. 
 
A follow-up session will be organized in June 2013, where 
participants to the advanced SPS course will report on the 
implementation of their action plans. 

Objectives The main objectives of this Specialized Course are: 
 
 Participants will identify practical ways to address significant 

implementation problems in their countries through an action 
plan to be prepared during the course; 

 Participants will identify and lead proper action to increase the 
effective use of the SPS Agreement in their countries, including 
in gaining and maintaining market access. 

 Participants will deepen their practical knowledge of the main 
provisions of the SPS Agreement, and gain first-hand experience 
of the work of the SPS Committee; 

 Participants will deepen their understanding of work of Codex, 
IPPC and OIE, including on risk assessment, regionalization and 
equivalence. 

Programme  

Organizing institution/body WTO 

 

Activity Sheet 



 

TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES 

All developing countries and countries in transition are elegible.  The Secretariat will select a maximum 
of twenty-five participants for the advanced SPS course.  The target audience for this course are 
government officials, in particular those: 

(a) holding direct responsibilities in SPS areas, e.g. specialists on food safety, animal health, 
plant protection or officials from a relevant Ministry in charge of coordinating SPS matters 
and international trade; 

(b) possessing a proven advance level of understanding of the provisions and structure of the 
WTO and the principles and provisions of the SPS Agreement;  and 

(c) fluent in oral and written French. 

NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS 

There are two pre-requisites for participation in the advanced SPS course: 

(a) All candidates are required to have successfully completed the WTO e-Learning Course on 
the SPS Agreement.  Applications from candidates who do not successfully complete the e-
Learning Course on the SPS Agreement will not be considered. 

(b) Before the start of the course, the selected participants will receive a questionnaire to 
assess the level of implementation of the SPS Agreement in their countries.  Completion 
and submission of the responses to the questionnaire is compulsory for participation in the 
course 

Document G/SPS/GEN/997/Rev.2 contains details on this course and on other SPS-related technical 
assistance activities.  Government officials from WTO Members and Observers wishing to apply for the 
advanced SPS course must complete the application form contained in G/SPS/GEN/997/Rev.2 and follow 
the instructions provided therein.  The Secretariat will inform Members' and Observers' contact points to 
the WTO (e.g. mission in Geneva) of the proposed selection of candidates from their government before the 
final selection. 

 
OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION:  
 
Please refer to document G/SPS/GEN/997/Rev.2 for more information on this course, on e-Learning and 
on other SPS-related technical assistance activities. 

 
 


